 Who IS the God of the Old Testament?
Jesus Christ Confronted Religious Scholars of His Day with the Premise that their Scriptures Referred to HIM!   Even Today, Many think the God of the Old Testament is ‘the Father’.   Is there something still Not Obvious to Us today?
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Despite what is plainly stated in many places, New Testament and Old, a common perception remains indelible in the minds of even regular churchgoers that the God of the Old Testament was a separate Being than the God of the New Testament.  In spite of the havoc this teaching wreaks with Trinitarian teaching, few have ever thought to consider the implications of this presumption, let alone establish its accuracy.  Reinforced in Sunday School, an idea originating with Marcion, this idea forms the basis of much of what religious society understands, especially as it involves the general person-al natures of God and Jesus.  The God of the Old Testament is perceived as being stern and authori-tarian where the God (Jesus) of the New Testament is much more kind and merciful and more amen-able to our personal shortcomings. This perception is even accepted in the secular world!   Sort of a contrast between Law and Love!
(Now, if you’re a Trinitarian, and most people pro-fess to be, then you need to reconcile the contra-diction of this idea which effectively presents two separate and distinct persons with vastly different natures, versus the required belief that there’s but one God Being, though having differing personal manifestations.   In other words, we’re forced to choose between two different conceptual presenta-tions: that there are two Beings with distinctly dif-ferent personalities, one loving us more than the other it seems, OR that there actually are not two, that it’s the same Being in either case!   Most people haven’t thought this through sufficiently to form the question, let alone resolve the matter! )

But leaving the Trinitarian ‘contradiction’ aside, part of the problem is caused by natural aversion of and attitudes toward Old Testament Law and prac-tices.  As redemption was as needed then as it is now, the absence of an effective Sacrifice for sin, prior to the Crucifixion, created a need for some form of remedial process, thus the legal and cere-monial system practiced from earliest times, it becoming formally codified with the formation of Israel into a nation at and after Mount Sinai.  This system, though inferior in that it didn’t actually 
 absolve guilt of sin, at least taught essential truths regarding what needed to be done about sin and the accumulation of deadly guilt.  Though it didn’t actually forgive sin at the time, it at least ‘sancti-fied’ the worshipper sufficiently to where he could have access to God, though requiring a mediator.
Moses Wrote of ME!
In order to preserve the common perception of the God of the Old Testament being who we identify today as the Father, and that ‘milder - kinder’ God of the New being the Son, we’re forced to set aside clear statements in the Bible, especially in the New Testament!  
Among the challenges posed by the religious auth-orities of the day, Jesus dropped a bomb into their huddle by claiming to have seen Abraham’s day! 
 Were it not for His average appearance and a crowd into which He could ‘blend’, that day might have ended things prematurely, rather than coming to a head on that Passover Day a few months later.  Not only to have seen Abraham’s day, but further, that He had pre-existed before Abraham’s time and was the “I AM! ”  That got their immediate notice!
In the comments leading up to this revelation He drew a sharp distinction between Himself and His Father, which wasn’t their Father, as they claimed! (John 8:38 & 42)   God wasn’t their Father, nor was Abraham even their father in a spiritual sense.  
In John 5:46, about the time of His second to last fall festival observance,
 another potent confron-tation occurred.  Jn.5:17 “But Jesus answered them, My Father works hitherto, and I work.  18. There-fore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.   19. Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father do: for what things soever he does, these also does the Son likewise.  20. For the Father loves the Son, and shews him all things that himself does: and he will shew him greater works than these, that you may marvel.   21. For as the Father raises up the dead, and quickens them; even so the Son quickens whom he will.  22. For the Father judges no man, but has committed all judgment unto the Son:   23. That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honours not the Son honours not the Father which has sent him.”   Verses 24 to 29 continue with the various resurrections to life;  30 thru 35 cite John the Baptist’s disregarded wit-ness and verse 36 offers His own works as witness.  

You Haven’t Heard the Father!
Then in verse 37 we begin to realize that the Being they dealt with in Moses’ time wasn’t the one we today recognize as the Father, though that’s what most think!   “And the Father himself, which has sent me, has borne witness of me.  You have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.  38. And you have not his word abiding in you: for whom he has sent, him you believe not.  39. Search the scriptures; for in them you think you have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  Then in verses 46-47  “For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of me.  But if you believe not his writings, how shall you believe my words?”
This exchange is revealing in more than one way. First, when in speaking of the Father, we would naturally assume He’s referring to the God of the Old Testament.  But then He says that they had never heard the Father’s voice at any time nor seen His shape!  (Here admitting the fact that the Father HAD a voice and had a shape.)   Now, Moses and the children of Israel HAD heard the voice 
 and seen the shape of the God Being they’d dealt with!  Moses had seen even His glorified form, except not His face, and He, Aaron and 72 others had gathered on Mount Sinai to hear, see and eat with the LORD (YHWH)!  So, to state that they’d never heard or seen Him, there must be another Being behind the scenes who they were largely unaware of!  This Being, the LORD, was the one who became Christ, as 1st Corinthians 10:4 affirms: “…that Rock (that followed them in the wilderness) was Christ.”
Entering Into HIS Rest
In Hebrews 4, a chapter often used to illustrate the continuation of Sabbathkeeping, there is an inter-esting admission.  Verses 1 thru 8, speaks of God offering them an entrance into His Rest.  The one who Created, then rested, offered physical Israel opportunity to enter into His Rest.  But they didn’t avail themselves, being deficient in faith. (v.6)  The LORD re-introduced the nation to Sabbathkeeping, (see Ex. 16 & 31:12-17) and emphasized it with the 40-year long miracle of manna.  David wrote reminding the people of that longstanding oppor-tunity. (v.7)  But verse 8 tells us that speaker was JESUS!   He was that creator, as John 1:3 verifies!  
Clearly, from just these few references, it’s obvious that Jesus, the Son, was the God of the Old Testa-ment!  Israel hadn’t dealt with nor known of the existence of that preceding Divine representation, the smoking furnace of Genesis 15:17, until the second representation, the burning lamp, passed through the bloody path of Abram’s Maledictory Oath sacrifice, which confirmed the Covenant of Promise to Christ’s and thus Abraham’s Spiritual Seed! 
  Of the two who passed through, the first was doubly concealed.  First, it was in the dark of night, and second, the smoking furnace was self-enveloped in smoke.  It wasn’t until the appearance of the burning lamp that the presence of the former became illuminated!  Israel had been dealing with the second Being of the Godhead all along, since the time of Abram, not realizing that there was an-other in the background.  They didn’t know of the other Being until the Son came and revealed Him! 
  It was that revelation that caused so much hostile reaction and was what ultimately got Christ killed!

The Road to Emmaus
Luke 24 relates a relevant account of two disciples approaching Emmaus.  After joining in with them, and they being temporarily unrecognizing, the resurrected Jesus v.26 “…said to them, ‘O foolish and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken’!   v.27 “And beginning with Moses, and from all the prophets, He interpreted to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scrip-tures.”   Beginning with Moses, as He said in John 5:46, Moses wrote of Him, as did the prophets!
Two of the places where the prophets spoke of Him are Isaiah 9:6-7 and 11:1-10.  Comparing those with Zechariah 14:9, we can see that the returning LORD who will reign on the Earth is none other than Jesus, God’s Christ!  Here He is plainly called the LORD GOD (Yahweh Elohim). (See v. 5)
David and Daniel Knew
Both David and Daniel knew of His True identity and the duality of persons.  In Psalm 110, David wrote of one Lord sitting at the right hand of an-other LORD (YHWH) and in mid-chapter, we see that that Lord (Adonai in verse 1) is also LORD (all caps)! 
  Some 500 years later, Daniel shows the Son of Man being presented up before the Ancient of Days.  Later in that same passage (chap-ter 7), we see the Son of Man being referred to also as the Ancient of Days. (He being in that later scene restored to His former Glory as He prayed in John 17:5.)   It was a blend of these two passages that Jesus used to reply to the High Priest’s ques-tion that resulted in a certain death sentence that Passover evening.  He knew, and the Sanhedrin well knew, the theological implications of those passages.  The point here being that not only was there a second Being in the Godhead, but it was He alone that Israel had dealt with since ancient times, NOT the Father.  Jesus, God’s Son, was THE God of the Old Testament: The LORD of their Sabbath!
Well, So What?

What is significant are the implications of this fact. You see, it can change the attitude of any True Worshipper.  Particularly as it impacts theological issues such as God’s Law and one’s attitude toward the Person of the God of the Old Testament era.  It was Jesus Christ who gave the Law at Mount Sinai. It was He who lived that Law as an example that we should follow. (1st Pet. 2:21)  It was He who wrestled with Jacob all night.  It was He who led Israel through those wilderness years. It was He who created all things. “…without Him was not anything made that was made.” (John 1:3, Heb. 1:2)  All the while, the Father remained behind the scenes, directing what was said and done!   Few knew that then!
It also upends the theological base upon which Trinitarianism is built, though few will follow the thought path to its most logical conclusion.  One Being left the glorified state to continue His Living Existence in and of the material world, in order to be able to die a physical death, the other did not! (Heb.1:3)  It is this existence issue that later became known as the Doctrine of Antichrist.  (1st John 4:2-3)   
“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His Commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His Com-mandments:…” (1st John 5:2-3)  Knowing WHO He is helps us to better know HOW!                           Ω
�  The blood of bulls and goats was not able to take away sins


�  John 8:42-58  The key passage being: “…Before Abraham was, I am.” (v.58)


�  Most students of the Bible are not aware that the missing component the Gospel of John adds to the synoptic accounts is a framework of Holyday seasons.   Nearly all of John’s narratives revolve around events occurring during these days. This feast in 5:1 was, by the message content, the fall festival season.  In John 5:20-29 Jesus cites the multiple resurrection periods, which closely parallels what He revealed to John, as recorded in Revelation 20:5-15.  For a harmonization of these two passages, request “The HOPE of the Last Great Day”


�  Ex. 19:3, 10, 20-21,   20:19, 22,  25:1,  30:11,  31:1,  33:9- 11 “And the LORD spoke unto Moses face to face, as a man speaks unto his friend…”  33:17 thru 34:6,  “…and will cover you with my hand while I pass by (in glorified form) …and you will see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.”   Ex. 24:9-11 “Then went up Moses, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel. And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand:…also they saw God, and did eat and drink.”


�   Gal. 3:29  “And if you are Christ’s, then are you Abra-ham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”  See my article on The Abrahamic Covenant for comments on the extraordinary night procession of Gen. 15:9-18, the original Night to be Much Observed and its four anniversary events.


�  Mt. 11:27,   Luke 10:22,    John 8:19  


�  The use of all capital letters “LORD” indicates the original Hebrew was YHWH.  In verse 5, the Sopherim changed their original text to read ‘Adonai’, where the original had YHWH.  See the article “The 134 Emendations” for more explanation.
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